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sheep alike and may occur in either the acute or chronic form.
Cause
The germ causing hemorrhagic septicemia is widespread in nature and is often found in the air passages of healthy sheep. If the vitality or resistance of the sheep are lowered by undue exposure, lack of condition from poor feeding, or in the early stages of some other disease, these ordinarily harmless germs become active, increase in strength and numbers, and finally succeed in overpowering the affected animal. If the sheep was healthy and vigorous, the germs might not have been able to secure a foothold. This ever-present germ goes into action when the natural resistance of the animal is reduced.
Symptoms
The animal becomes dull, listless, and loses its appetite. Since pneumonia is a common complication of this disease, there may be rapid breathing accompanied by frequent coughing. The animal has a fever and often shows a discharge from the eyes and nose. A foul-smelling diarrhea is usually noted. Lambs are the first to become affected and die, but the older sheep succumb later in the attack.
This disease may move rapidly and death take place after a few days sickness, but sometimes animals are ill for a long time, becoming very thin and walking with great effort. In the chronic cases the animal usually dies fronv sheer exhaustion.
When an animal is opened after death, the principal changes in the carcass are hemorrhages throughout the internal organs. The blood-vessels of the heart are congested with blood and pin-point hemorrhages may be seen on the surface of the'heart muscle. The lungs may be solid and liver-like in consistency or spotted with small hemorrhages. The unskilled observer will be unable to